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If the Sites Reservoir were in place
today, California would have an esti-
mated additional 600,000 acre-feet of
water stored so far this winter in addi-
tion to similar amounts from last year
and even water that could have been
impounded during the high flows dur-
ing the drought years. Had we had this
infrastructure in place, we would have
had enough water to supply 4.8 million
Californians for an entire year just on
this winter’s flows, and the winter is
not even over yet. The Sites Reservoir
will not only capture enough high win-
ter flow, but it will also allow for the
reuse of water released from Lake
Shasta so that human and environ-
mental water use are no longer mutu-
ally exclusive.

Madam Speaker, let’s not lose this
opportunity to conserve water and to
not be delayed again and again.

——
IN OPPOSITION TO H.R. 7

(Ms. CLARKE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise in opposition to H.R. 7,
the No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion
Act.

I speak for my constituents of the
Ninth Congressional District of New
York and for women across the Nation
when I say that H.R. 7 is not only dan-
gerous, but it is misleading and would
be detrimental to women’s health ev-
erywhere.

This bill not only creates barriers for
women who want to access abortion
care, but it unfairly targets low-in-
come women with there being a par-
ticularly disproportionate effect on
women of color, who are more likely to
live below the poverty level and be-
come eligible for Medicaid. Addition-
ally, it penalizes small businesses that
want to provide comprehensive
healthcare coverage to their employ-
ees, including reproductive health care.

Let’s not punish the single mother
who recently left her abusive husband
and who has no money, no job, and no
health insurance—except for Med-
icaid—in making her unable to receive
the abortion care and services she des-
perately needs. Let’s not punish the
young woman who is suffering from
cancer, whose life will be in danger if
she cannot access an abortion.

This past weekend, millions of
women and men across the country, in-
cluding me, marched with one goal in
mind: to let the world know that our
rights must be respected and protected.
A woman’s right to an abortion should
be a personal choice that she makes,
not a decision that government makes
for her.

———
SUPPORT FOR H.R. 7

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I
ask my colleagues to support H.R. 7,
the No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion
Act.

H.R. 7 codifies policies that have
been enacted for more than 30 years, on
a case-by-case basis, that prohibit the
Federal funding of abortion, including
the Hyde amendment, which prohibits
funding for elective abortion coverage
through any program funded through
the annual Labor, Health, and Human
Services Appropriations Act; the Smith
FEHBP amendment, which prohibits
funding for health plans that include
elective abortion coverage for Federal
employees; the Dornan amendment,
which prohibits the use of congression-
ally appropriated funds for abortion in
the District of Columbia; and the re-
strictions on elective abortion funding
through the Peace Corps and Federal
prisons.

————
GLOBAL GAG RULE

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Madam Speaker, look at this pic-
ture. Where are the women?

Yesterday, the President signed an
executive order affecting and restrict-
ing health care for millions of women
across the world while no woman was
present. Clearly, he did not hear the
voices of the millions of women who
marched for their rights and for their
health care this past weekend. Rein-
stating the global gag rule will cut off
funding for global healthcare organiza-
tions that offer reproductive health
care for women from some of the poor-
est and neediest countries in the world.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
opposing the global gag rule and any
other assault on women’s rights in
America or around the world.

———

LA ROSA BLANCA’S 58TH
ANNIVERSARY

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
January 28 marks the 58th anniversary
of the founding of La Rosa Blanca, or
as it is known in English, The White
Rose.

Founded by Rafael Diaz-Balart, The
White Rose is an important organiza-
tion that is dedicated to opposing Cas-
tro’s Communist tyranny and to offer-
ing a blueprint for Cuba’s future recon-
struction. It promotes democracy and
freedom and prepares for the day that
Cuba will finally be returned to the
people of Cuba.

These ideas are embodied in The
White Rose Institute, which is a non-
profit that was started by Rafael’s son,
my dear friend and legislative brother,
Lincoln Diaz-Balart. The White Rose
Institute will honor two Cuban leaders
who have come to embody Rafael’s
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ideas: Jorge Luis Garcia Perez
“Antunez”’ and Felicia Guillen
Amador.

Bravely fighting the Castro dictator-
ship for even the most basic of human
rights, Antunez, Felicia, and those like
them are the real future of Cuba, which
is a future without the Castros’ dicta-
torship, without the brutal repression.
It is a future as Rafael and The White
Rose envisioned—of freedom, sacred
freedom.

————

HOMEOWNERSHIP FOR THE
WORKING AND MIDDLE CLASS

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, for millions of Americans, home-
ownership stands as a source of per-
sonal and economic security and is a
defining part of the middle class life.

BEarlier this month, under President
Obama, the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration announced a plan to make
mortgages more affordable for nearly 1
million working and middle class fami-
lies who are buying their first homes.
In his first hours in office, President
Trump reversed President Obama’s
plan with an executive action that will
cost Americans an average of $500 more
per year to get a mortgage. Experts
project that 40,000 families who would
have bought homes will no longer be
able to do so.

The Trump administration’s order to
make mortgages more expensive will
not strengthen our economy; it will
not create jobs; it will not make Amer-
ica great again—but it will make life
harder for working families.

——————

NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, I rise to
celebrate National School Choice

Week. Allowing parents to choose the
best educational outcomes for their
children gives every child a better
chance to succeed and prepares stu-
dents for their futures.

School choice has greatly benefited
Arizona—from charter schools to voca-
tional schools, to private school schol-
arships, to education savings accounts.
I am grateful that my State is a na-
tional leader in diverse school choice
programs.

Arizona’s scholarship tax credit pro-
gram gives taxpayers a dollar-for-dol-
lar tax credit to enable low-income and
disabled children to attend private
schools. In Arizona, more children per
capita attend exemplary charter
schools, and, indeed, they are some of
the best charter schools in the country.
We have significantly expanded the
education savings account model so
students can receive the best education
possible that meets their unique needs,
including those of tribal families who
live in reservation communities.
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